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SINOPEC Selected Burckhardt Compression to Deliver Six Laby® 

Compressors for the Wuhan Petrochemical Complex 

 
Burckhardt Compression has been awarded two orders by SINOPEC Wuhan Company to 
deliver a total of six Laby® Compressors for their petrochemical complex. Various well 
running reference plants in China have proven the Laby® Compressor’s unmatched 
performance in demanding applications. 
 
Burckhardt Compression recorded an order from SINOPEC Wuhan Company, Wuhan City, Hubei 
province, to deliver a total of six Laby® (labyrinth piston) Compressors for their oil refining and 
chemical industry project.  
 
The Laby® has a unique labyrinth sealing system on piston and piston rod gland that allows oil-free 
and contact-free compression for minimum wear and tear. Therefore the Laby® is the ideal solution 
for polypropylene production and low temperature ethylene boil-off gas applications. The 
compressor is insensitive to particles and contaminated gases and easily manages the 
compression of ethylene boil-off gas at suction temperatures down to minus 100 °C (-150 F). The 
gastight design reduces gas emission and losses to the environment to zero. 
 
The order includes a total of six compressors. Two compressors will be used for propylene 
compression; one as recycle gas compressor (ST process) and one as off-gas compressor (JPP 
process). Delivery of those compressors will take place in Q1 2012 respectively Q4 2011. In 
addition, four compressors will be used for ethylene liquefaction, whereof two for ethylene BOG 
compression within the recondensing cycle and two for propane compression within the 
refrigeration cycle. Installation is scheduled to be after Q1 2012. 
 
The 800’000 tons-per-year ethylene project is the largest integration project in central China.  
 
Laby® Compressors are used for liquid gas transport and storage as well as in the chemical and 
petrochemical industries. Laby® Compressors compress bone-dry, dirty, abrasive and other gases 
with no contamination and without oil, with a discharge pressure up to 300 bar (4350 psi), flow up 
to 11000 Nm3/h (6500 scfm) and shaft power up to 2200 kW (3000 HP). Laby® Compressors are 
extremely reliable machines with unexcelled availability, combining high performance with a unique 
cooling system.  
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About Burckhardt Compression 
 
Burckhardt Compression is one of the worldwide market leaders in the field of reciprocating 
compressors and the only manufacturer that offers a complete range of Laby (labyrinth piston), 
Process Gas, and Hyper Compressors. The compressors are used to compress, cool or liquefy 
gases. Burckhardt Compression’s customers include multinational companies active in the 
chemical, petrochemical, refinery, industrial gas and gas transport and storage industries. With the 
leading compressor technology, the high-quality compressor components and the comprehensive 
range of services Burckhardt Compression supports its customers in their effort to minimize the life 
cycle costs of their reciprocating compressor systems.  
 
 
 
 
Further inquiries: Daniela Daron 
Phone +41 (0)52 262 57 09 
Fax +41 (0)52 262 03 48 
E-mail:  daniela.daron@burckhardtcompression.com 
Internet: www.burckhardtcompression.com 
 
 


